The Coming of the Arabs to the Sudan
Already, we have seen, the Beni Kanz and other tribes-
men had settled down round Aswan and coalesced with
the original stock, and now to the south, in the words of
Ibn Khaldun, " thus was the [Nubian] kingdom dis-
integrated, and it passed to certain of the Beni Guhayna
from their mothers, in accordance with the custom of the
infidels as to the succession through the sister and the
sister's son.
So their kingdom fell to pieces, and the *Aarab of
Guhayna took possession of it." Rapine and disorder,
says Ibn Khaldun, were the results, and there was no
discipline. " There is no vestige of authority in their
land, but they remain nomads following the rainfall like
the 'Aarab of Arabia."
Of the routes followed by the Arabs—Guhayna, Fezara
and a host of others—there can be no doubt. Some,
perhaps, may have broken away south-eastwards from
Aswan and Korosko and made for the sparse vegetation
of the Beja country, but in that direction the routes are
difficult, water is very scarce, and herbage scanty. The great
majority must have followed the line of the river through
Dongola, and, though some may have stayed there, or
wandered westwards to the Wadi el Qa'ab, the bleak, bare
deserts lying still farther west could have offered no
attraction, and it was to the south and south-west that
the Arab hordes moved, from Korti along the line of the
Wadi el Mukaddam and from Debba along that of the
Wadi el Melik into Kordofan, and thence spread fanwise
into Darfur to the west, and along the White Nile, or
across the so-called " Ba'uda desert," or up the Atbara
a-nd the Blue Nile south-eastwards towards the frontiers
of Abyssinia. No doubt they met with opposition from
the natives ; no doubt for many years sporadic fighting
took place—there are no records—no doubt whatever, too,
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